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Author’s Purpose

This booklet presents the life of Hazrat Imam Ali (A.S.) in clear 
and  accessible  English.  It  is  intended  especially  for  young 
readers, families, and general readers who wish to learn about 
his courage, loyalty, knowledge, justice, worship, leadership, and 
noble character without unnecessary sectarian argument.

Dedication

To all readers who wish to learn from the courage, justice, 
wisdom, and noble character of Hazrat Imam Ali (A.S.).
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1. Who Was Imam Ali (A.S.)?
When many Muslims hear the name Imam Ali (A.S.), they think 
of  courage  first.  They  think  of  a  man  who  stood  firm  when 
danger came close, who spoke the truth when it was hard, and 
who  stayed  loyal  to  the  Prophet  Muhammad  (PBUH)  through 
every stage of the early Muslim struggle. But Imam Ali (A.S.) was 
not  only brave.  He was also thoughtful,  gentle  with the weak, 
serious in worship, careful with justice, and known for wisdom.

Ali ibn Abi Talib was born into the family of Banu Hashim in 
Makkah.  He  was  the  cousin  of  Prophet  Muhammad  (PBUH). 
Later,  he  also  became  the  Prophet’s  son-in-law  through  his 
marriage  to  Fatimah  (A.S.),  the  Prophet’s  beloved  daughter. 
Because he grew up in the Prophet’s home, he saw the Prophet 
closely in daily life. He learned from his words, his manners, his 
patience, and his trust in Allah. This made Imam Ali (A.S.) part of 
the story of Islam from its very beginning.

He was among the earliest believers and is widely remembered 
in Muslim historical tradition as the first young male to accept 
Islam. That matters because he did not join Islam when it was 
strong. He joined when Muslims were weak, mocked, and under 

believe” could cost a person safety, work, family support, or even 
life.  Ali  stood with the truth very early,  before victory,  before 
power, and before numbers.

As  a  young  man,  Ali  took  part  in  major  moments  of  Islamic 
history. On the night of the Hijrah, when the Prophet (PBUH) was 
leaving Makkah for Madinah, Ali slept in the Prophet’s bed so the 
Prophet  could  leave  safely  by  Allah’s  command.  It  was  a 
dangerous task. Men were outside the house with a deadly plan. 
Ali knew the risk, but he still accepted the role. That single night 
showed two things clearly: his trust in Allah and his loyalty to the 

pressure. Faith in those early days was not easy. To say “I
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Prophet. In Madinah, Ali became known for service and bravery. 
He married Fatimah and built  a  simple  home with her.  Their 
family  life  became  a  model  of  modesty,  love,  patience,  and 
worship.  At  the  same  time,  Ali  stood  in  the  front  lines  when 
Muslims  had  to  defend  themselves.  He  fought  at  Badr,  Uhud, 
Khandaq, and Khaybar.

In each place, Muslim memory connects his name with courage, 
discipline,  and  faith.  Yet  a  person  cannot  be  understood  only 
through  war.  Imam Ali  (A.S.)  was  also  known for  knowledge. 
People came to him for judgment, advice, and clear thinking. He 
cared  deeply  about  justice.  He  did  not  like  pride,  cheating, 
cruelty, or empty talk. He wanted leaders to fear Allah, respect 

without  justice  becomes oppression,  and speech without  truth 

remained  an  important  figure  in  the  Muslim  community.  He 
served during difficult years and later became the fourth caliph. 
His caliphate began during a painful period of division, political 
unrest, and civil conflict. These were not easy years. They were 
years of internal conflict, public anger, and heavy choices. Even 
in that hard time, he tried to govern with justice and principle. 
He  is  remembered  for  integrity  in  leadership  rather  than  a 
hunger  for  power.  His  life  ended  tragically.  In  Kufa,  during 
Ramadan, he was attacked by Ibn Muljam while going for prayer. 
He  was  badly  wounded  and  later  passed  away.  Muslims 
remember  his  final  days  with  sadness  and  respect.  His  death 
closed a life that had been closely tied to Islam from childhood to 

a worshipper, a warrior, a judge, and a leader. More than that, he 
was a man whose life joined courage with humility, knowledge 
with action, and love of truth with service to others. That is why, 

people, and protect the rights of the poor. He knew that strength

becomes noise. After the passing of the Prophet (PBUH), Ali

old age. So who was Imam Ali (A.S.)? He was a child of Banu
Hashim, a companion of the Prophet (PBUH), a husband, a father,
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him, and learn from him.

Key Takeaways

 Imam Ali was one of the closest people to the Prophet (PBUH) 
from childhood onward.

 He  is  remembered  for  courage,  knowledge,  justice,  and 
loyalty.

 His story includes family life, battles, leadership, and lasting 
lessons.

Key Terms

Banu Hashim: the clan of the Prophet’s family

Hijrah: the migration from Makkah to Madinah

Caliph:  the leader of the Muslim community after the Prophet 
(PBUH)

Companion: a person who met the Prophet (PBUH) as a believer

many centuries later, people still read about him, speak about
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2. A Child in Makkah
To understand Imam Ali (A.S.) we first need to look at the city 
where he was born.  Makkah was an important city in Arabia. 
People  came  there  for  trade,  for  tribal  meetings,  and  for  the 
Ka'bah. Different tribes lived with pride in their family names 
and  group  loyalties.  Honor  mattered.  Poetry  mattered.  Trade 
mattered. At the same time, the land also carried many problems. 
Tribal  fights  could  last  for  years.  The  strong  could  crush  the 
weak. Idols were worshipped around the Ka'bah. Many people 
had courage, but they did not yet have the guidance of Islam. Ali 
was born into Banu Hashim, the respected clan of Quraysh that 
also produced Prophet Muhammad (PBUH). His father was Abu 
Talib,  a  man  known  for  honor  and  protection  of  family.  His 
mother was Fatimah bint Asad, who is remembered with respect 
in Muslim history. Ali entered a family that was noble in lineage, 
but  nobility  in  Islam  would  later  be  measured  by  faith  and 
character even more than by blood. When Ali  was still  young, 
Makkah went through hardship. Food was not always easy to get, 
and  some  families  felt  financial  pressure.  During  this  period, 
Muhammad (PBUH) and his wife Khadijah helped care for Ali. As 
a  result,  Ali  spent  much  of  his  childhood  in  the  home  of  the 
Prophet. This was a gift that shaped his whole life.

Think  about  what  that  means.  Before  revelation,  Muhammad 
(PBUH)  was  already  known  in  Makkah  as  a  truthful  and 
trustworthy  man.  He  was  calm,  thoughtful,  and  unlike  many 
around him. He did not bow to idols. He did not live for pride or 
tribal noise. He spoke gently, acted honestly, and treated people 
with care. Young Ali grew up close to this example. He did not 
just hear about good character from a distance. He watched it 
every day. Ali saw the Prophet’s way of speaking, eating, helping, 
and dealing with people. He saw how the Prophet treated family 
members, neighbors, guests, and the poor. He learned that real 
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strength  does  not  need  shouting.  Real  honor  does  not  need 
arrogance.  Real  leadership begins with truthfulness.  The home 
itself became a school. Makkah was full of noise, trade, and tribal 
competition, but inside that house Ali saw another way to live. 
He  saw  dignity  without  pride.  He  saw  patience  without 
weakness.  He  saw  thought  before  action.  He  saw  worshipful 
silence in a city crowded with idols. These early lessons mattered 
because when revelation came, Ali was already ready in heart to 
recognize truth. As a child, Ali is described as bright, alert, and 
brave. He was not the kind of person who simply followed the 
crowd. That  becomes clear very early in his  life.  Some people 
stay quiet because they fear being alone. Ali was young, but he 
learned early that being with truth can sometimes make a person 
stand apart from others. His childhood trained him for that test. 
His  closeness  to  the  Prophet  also  meant  closeness  to  the  first 
Muslim household. Khadijah’s support, the Prophet’s character, 
and  the  simple  atmosphere  of  that  home  shaped  Ali’s 
understanding of family, faith, and duty. Later in life, when he 
built  his  own home with Fatimah,  some of  those same values 
appeared again: simplicity, dignity, patience, and service. Many 
famous people are remembered only for their public acts.  But 
public acts usually grow from private training. The courage Ali 
showed later on battlefields did not appear from nowhere. The 
wisdom he showed in judgment did not appear from nowhere.

The loyalty he showed in crisis did not appear from nowhere. 
The roots were planted early, in a house where truth was lived 
before it was preached to the world.

So when we read about Ali as a hero later in life, we should not 
imagine a sudden rise.  We should imagine a child in Makkah, 
learning quietly in the best of homes. We should imagine a young 
boy  watching  one  of  the  greatest  human  beings  ever  sent  by 
Allah. We should imagine how that kind of upbringing shapes the 
mind, softens the heart, and strengthens the soul.
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By the  time Islam began openly,  Ali  was  not  just  a  boy  from 
Quraysh. He was a boy trained by closeness, character, and trust. 
This helps explain why, when the first great choice came, he was 
ready to make it.

Key Takeaways

 Imam  Ali  (A.S.)  grew  up  in  Makkah,  but  much  of  his 
childhood was spent in the Prophet’s home.

 His  early  training  came  through  daily  closeness  to 
truthfulness, patience, and worship.

 His  later  courage  and  wisdom  began  with  this  childhood 
upbringing.

Key Terms

Quraysh: the main tribe of Makkah

Ka'bah: the sacred house in Makkah

Lineage: family line or ancestry

Revelation: Allah’s message sent to a prophet
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3. The First Young Muslim
When Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) received the first revelation, 
the world did not change in one day. The message began quietly. 
A few people believed first.  Each of them had to make a deep 
personal choice. Would they accept the truth, even if the rest of 
society rejected it? For adults, that choice was heavy. For a young 
boy, it was even more remarkable. Ali was still very young when 
he accepted Islam. Muslim history widely remembers him as the 
first young male to believe in the message of the Prophet (PBUH). 
He saw the Prophet pray. He saw the Prophet’s truthfulness. He 
knew his character already. So when the message came, Ali did 
not treat it like a strange claim from a stranger. He recognized 
the voice of truth in the man he already trusted. This part of the 
story is important because it shows that faith is not only for the 
old or the powerful. A young person can also see clearly. A young 
person can also be brave. A young person can also choose what is 
right before the crowd does.  Ali’s  early Islam teaches that age 
does not stop a person from being serious, loyal, and spiritually 
awake.  At  that  stage,  Islam was not  socially  useful.  It  did  not 
bring  safety  or  public  praise.  In  fact,  it  could  bring  insult, 
isolation, and danger. So Ali’s acceptance of Islam was not based 
on pressure or public  fashion.  It  was based on conviction.  He 
believed  because  he  recognized  truth.  That  is  one  reason  his 
early faith is so respected.

Imagine  the  atmosphere  in  Makkah  at  that  time.  Idols  stood 
around the Ka'bah. Old customs were deeply rooted. Tribal pride 
shaped identity. Many people followed the beliefs of their fathers 
without asking deep questions. Into that world came the call to 
worship Allah alone, to leave idols, to speak truth, to care for the 
weak,  and to  prepare  for  the Hereafter.  This  was not  a  small 
adjustment. It was a moral and spiritual revolution. Ali entered 
that revolution as a boy. He prayed with the Prophet (PBUH). He 
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stood among the earliest Muslims. He learned the message in its 
first form, before Islam had armies, cities, or political strength. 
He knew the religion while it was still a small flame in a dark 
room. That gives his faith a special beauty. It was early, pure, and 
tested. His decision also shows the power of good example. The 
Prophet did not build Ali’s faith through argument alone. He built 
it through character. A truthful life prepares hearts better than 
clever words. Ali had seen that truthful life with his own eyes. So 
when revelation came, his heart was already close. Some people 
think that important history is made only by famous speeches or 
giant  battles.  But  sometimes  history  turns  because  one  young 
person says yes to truth. Ali’s early yes mattered. It meant that 
the first Muslim community included youth, courage, and family 
loyalty from the very beginning. It meant that the message had 
entered not only minds, but homes. This early stage also formed 
Ali’s identity. Islam for him was not something added at the edge 
of life later on. It became part of him while he was still growing. 
His mind, habits, and feelings developed alongside the message. 

decoration. He treated it as life itself. Many readers today know 
what it feels like to stand alone in a class, a family gathering, a 
workplace, or a friend group. People fear being different. They 
fear losing approval. Ali’s example speaks directly to that fear. He 
was young, but he did not wait for the majority. He chose what 
was  right  first.  His  acceptance  of  Islam  was  not  the  end  of 
struggle. It was the beginning of it. The small circle of believers 
would soon face mockery,  pressure,  and pain.  But because Ali 
began early, he was already rooted when the storms came. Ali 
began  with  faith  early,  and  he  carried  that  faith  through 
hardship, battle, family life, leadership, and his final days. The 
first young Muslim became one of the greatest names in Islamic 
history.

That is why later, when danger came, he did not treat faith as a



HAZRAT IMAM ALI (A.S.) - A LIFE OF COURAGE AND JUSTICE

14

Key Takeaways

 Imam Ali  (A.S.)  accepted Islam very early,  when Islam was 
weak and under pressure.

 His faith was based on conviction, not public benefit.
 His example shows that young people can make brave moral 

choices.

Key Terms

Believer: a person who accepts and lives by faith

Conviction: a strong inner belief

Hereafter: the life after death

Majority: most people in a group
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4. Hard Times in Makkah
As  Islam  moved  from  a  small  private  call  to  a  more  public 
message, the leaders of Quraysh became angry. They did not see 
the  new  religion  as  only  a  spiritual  issue.  They  saw  it  as  a 
challenge to their customs, their pride,  and their power. Islam 
said all people answer to Allah. It criticized idol worship. It spoke 
for the poor,  the weak, and the slave.  It  warned the arrogant. 
This  made  many  powerful  people  uneasy.  The  Muslims  in 
Makkah  were  still  few.  They  had  no  state,  no  army,  and  no 
worldly protection except what Allah gave them and what some 
families could offer.  Some believers were insulted.  Some were 
beaten.  Some were boycotted.  Some had to leave their homes. 
These were hard years.

Ali was part of this early Muslim struggle. Because he came from 
Banu  Hashim  and  because  Abu  Talib  protected  the  Prophet 
(PBUH) his situation was not exactly the same as that of every 
weak Muslim in Makkah. But that did not mean the pressure was 
light. To stand with the Prophet was already a public position. To 
stay loyal when others mocked him was already a test. To believe 
in private was one thing; to remain firm while the city turned 
hostile was another.

The young Ali watched the Prophet face insult with patience. He 
saw  that  truth  does  not  always  win  quickly.  Sometimes  truth 
must walk through years of rejection before victory comes. This 
is an important lesson. Many people love truth only when it is 
easy, admired, or profitable. Ali learned the harder form of faith: 
staying with the truth when it brings pressure. These years also 
deepened his courage. Courage is not only charging into battle. 
Courage is  also standing firm in a city where your beliefs  are 
mocked. Courage is also refusing to laugh when the crowd laughs 
at what is sacred.
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Courage is also protecting the dignity of someone the world is 
attacking. Ali learned all of that before he ever stepped onto a 
battlefield. During the boycott against Banu Hashim, the family of 
the  Prophet  went  through  great  difficulty.  Food  was  short. 
Movement  was  restricted.  Life  became  painful.  These  events 
showed  who  truly  cared,  who  only  watched,  and  who  joined 

were part  of his  training.  He saw patience in hunger,  trust  in 
uncertainty,  and  loyalty  under  pressure.  The  Prophet  (PBUH) 
continued calling people to Allah, and Ali remained beside him. 
Imagine  how unusual  this  looked to  the  people  of  Makkah:  a 
young relative, still growing in age, but already steady in support. 
He  was  not  distracted  by  mockery.  He  was  not  won  over  by 
pride.  He  kept  his  place.  Hard  times  in  Makkah  also  taught 
Muslims to separate appearance from reality. The powerful were 
not  always honorable.  The poor were not  always weak in the 
sight of Allah. Some who looked safe were spiritually lost. Some 
who looked crushed were beloved to Allah. Ali learned to judge 
by  truth  and  character,  not  by  wealth  and  noise.  These  early 
years help explain why later responsibilities did not shake him 
easily. A person who has already lived through pressure in youth 
often  stands  stronger  in  adulthood.  Ali’s  strength  later  as  a 
defender of Islam was built on this early discipline. For readers 
today, this chapter carries a strong message. Many people think a 
difficult season means they are on the wrong path. But the first 
Muslims teach the opposite. Sometimes hardship comes because 
a person is trying to stay right. Hardship is not always a sign of 
failure. Sometimes it is a sign that faith is real and being tested. 
Ali did not leave Islam when Makkah grew hard. He did not step 
back  and  say,  “I  am  too  young  for  this.”  He  stayed.  And  by 
staying, he became part of one of the greatest communities in 
human history.

oppression. Hardship uncovers character. For Ali, those years
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Key Takeaways

 The early Muslims in Makkah faced pressure, mockery, and 
hardship.

 Imam Ali (A.S.) learned courage, patience, and loyalty before 
major battles ever happened.

 Hardship trained him to stay with the truth even when it was 
costly.

Key Terms

Boycott: an organized refusal to deal with a person or group

Hostile: openly unfriendly or harmful

Dignity: honor and self-respect

Oppression: cruel or unjust treatment
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5. The Night of the Hijrah
One  of  the  most  famous  moments  in  Imam  Ali  (A.S.)’s  life 
happened at night, in a house surrounded by danger. The leaders 
of Quraysh had made a deadly plan against Prophet Muhammad 
(PBUH). By Allah’s command, the Prophet would leave Makkah 
and  begin  the  Hijrah  to  Madinah.  But  there  was  a  serious 
problem:  enemies  were  watching  his  house.  At  that  critical 
moment, Ali accepted a task that could have cost him his life. He 
lay down in the Prophet’s bed so that those outsiders would think 
the Prophet was still inside. This gave the Prophet time to leave 
safely by Allah’s command. It was a simple act in one sense: a 
young man sleeping in a bed. But in another sense, it was one of 
the clearest signs of trust and bravery in early Islamic history.

Ali understood the risk. The men outside were not there for talk. 
They were there with a violent plan. Yet Ali did not run from the 
task. He accepted it calmly. This is courage in its pure form. Not 
loud courage. Not showy courage. Quiet courage, rooted in faith. 
The Hijrah is often remembered as a great migration, and it was. 
It  changed Islamic  history.  Madinah became the  center  of  the 
first  Muslim community,  and from there Islam grew stronger. 
But  before  all  of  that  larger  history,  there  was  this  intimate 
moment  of  trust  between  the  Prophet  (PBUH)  and  Ali.  The 
Prophet trusted Ali enough to give him this role, and Ali trusted 
Allah enough to accept it.

There was another side to  Ali’s  task as  well.  The Prophet  had 
been trusted by people in Makkah, even by some who did not 
believe in his message. They had left belongings and valuables 
with  him  for  safekeeping.  Before  fully  joining  the  Prophet  in 
Madinah, Ali helped return these trusts to their owners. This tells 
us  something  beautiful  about  Islamic  character:  even  under 
threat, honesty remained important. So the night of the Hijrah 
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was not only about escape. It was also about trust, honor, and 
duty.  Ali  put  himself  in  danger  and  then  carried  out  the 
responsibility  of  returning  people’s  property.  Courage  and 
honesty stood together in one event. Try to imagine that night. 
The  city  is  tense.  The  plan  against  the  Prophet  is  active.  The 
future is uncertain. And in the middle of all this stands Ali, young 
yet steady. This is why the story stays alive in Muslim memory. It 
captures the kind of  person he was.  After this  event,  Ali  later 
made  his  way  to  Madinah.  The  migration  was  not  merely  a 
change of place. It was the opening of a new stage in the life of

Islam. In Makkah, Muslims had endured weakness and pressure. 
In Madinah, they would build a community, a brotherhood, and a 
society. Ali would be central in that story too. For today’s reader, 
the night of the Hijrah teaches an important lesson about service. 
Sometimes the greatest service is not glamorous. It is doing the 
needed thing at the dangerous moment. It is being trustworthy 

responsibility because the cause matters more than comfort. Ali’s 
place  in  this  story  was  not  accidental.  It  came  from  years  of 
loyalty, early faith, and strong character. The person chosen for 
such a task had to be brave, honest, and deeply trusted. Ali was 
all of those things. This chapter is one reason people call Imam 
Ali  (A.S.)  courageous.  But  the  deeper  reason  is  this:  he  used 
courage in service of truth, not in service of ego. That is a much 
rarer kind of strength.

Key Takeaways

 On the night of the Hijrah, Imam Ali slept in the Prophet’s bed 
during a dangerous moment.

 He also helped return trusts to their owners before leaving 
Makkah.

 The event shows courage, honesty, and deep loyalty.

when someone can rely on almost no one else. It is accepting
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Key Terms

Hijrah: the migration from Makkah to Madinah

Trust: property or duty given to someone for safekeeping

Safekeeping: protecting something carefully for its owner

Migration: moving from one place to another
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6. A New Life in Madinah
When the Muslims reached Madinah, life began to change. They 
were no longer only a small, pressured group trying to survive in 
hostile surroundings. In Madinah, they could build. They could 
worship more openly. They could form bonds between families. 
They could create a society based on faith, justice, and mutual 
support. This new stage of Islamic history needed strong hearts, 
clear minds, and people ready to work. Imam Ali (A.S.) was one 
of those people. Madinah was not a perfect city waiting quietly 
for  the  Muslims.  It  had  its  own  tribes,  tensions,  and  social 
questions. The Prophet (PBUH) had to guide the community with 
wisdom, uniting people who came from different backgrounds. 
The  Muhajirun,  who  had  left  Makkah,  needed  support.  The 
Ansar, the helpers of Madinah, opened their homes and hearts. 
Brotherhood and shared purpose became central. Ali entered this 
new  life  not  as  a  spectator,  but  as  an  active  member  of  the 
growing  Muslim  community.  He  took  part  in  the  work  of 
building,  defending,  and  learning.  Life  in  Madinah  had  a 
practical side. A society must have homes, markets, agreements, 
defense, and moral order. Islam in Madinah was not just belief in 
the heart. It was belief lived through community. The Prophet’s 
mosque became a  center  of  life.  People  prayed there,  learned 
there, discussed there, and gathered there. Ali, raised close to the 
Prophet  from  childhood,  continued  to  benefit  from  that 

Madinah,  the  lessons of  Makkah became visible  in  public  life. 
Patience became brotherhood. Faith became law and character. 
Worship became community. For many Muslims, migration had 
meant loss. They had left homes, wealth, memories, and familiar 
places behind. In Madinah, they had to begin again. Ali’s story 
helps show that new beginnings can be full of hope even after 
hard sacrifice. He did not carry himself like someone crushed by 

closeness. In
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loss.  He carried himself  like someone ready for the next duty. 
These  early  Madinah  years  also  showed  another  side  of  Ali’s 
character:  balance.  He  could  be  brave,  but  he  could  also  live 
simply. He could stand in difficult moments,  but he could also 
join the ordinary work of community life. Great people are often 
tested in ordinary settings, not just dramatic ones. Ali’s dignity 
did not depend on public attention. As the Muslim community 
grew, so did its responsibilities. Threats still existed from outside, 
and not everyone around Madinah welcomed the new order. The 
Muslims had to prepare to defend themselves when necessary. 
Ali  would  soon  play  a  major  role  in  that  defense.  But  before 
battle came, there was the work of building society. That work 
mattered too. Readers sometimes focus so much on later famous 
battles that they skip over the beauty of these building years. Yet 
a person who only knows Ali the warrior knows only part of him. 
Madinah also shows Ali the community man: the believer among 
believers, the family man, the learner, the helper, the one shaped 
by daily nearness to the Prophet (PBUH). A new life in Madinah 
also meant new hope for Islam itself.  In Makkah, the message 
had survived. In Madinah, it began to grow roots in public life. 
That change affected Ali deeply. His life became tied not only to 
personal  faith,  but  to  the  future  of  an  entire  community.  For 
people  today,  this  chapter  carries  a  useful  lesson.  Sometimes 
after a hard season, Allah opens a new chapter. The past struggle 
was not wasted; it prepared the person for building something 
better. Ali’s move to Madinah teaches that faith is not only about 
surviving pain. It is also about helping build what comes next.

Key Takeaways

 Madinah was the place where the Muslims began building a 
community and society.

 Imam  Ali  (A.S.)  helped  in  this  new  stage  through  service, 
learning, and readiness for duty.
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 He was not only a warrior but also a builder of community 
life.

Key Terms

Muhajirun: the Muslims who migrated from Makkah

Ansar: the helpers of Madinah

Community: a group of people living and working together

Duty: a responsibility a person should fulfill
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7. Marriage to Fatimah (A.S.)
Among the most  beautiful  parts  of  Imam Ali  (A.S.)’s  life  is  his 
marriage  to  Fatimah,  the  daughter  of  Prophet  Muhammad 
(PBUH).  This  was  not  a  marriage  built  on  wealth,  display,  or 
pride. It was built on faith, dignity, and simplicity. That is one 
reason  it  continues  to  inspire  Muslims  around  the  world. 
Fatimah was deeply loved by the Prophet (PBUH). Ali was also 
close to him from childhood.  Their marriage joined two noble 
hearts  in  a  home that  became famous not  for  luxury,  but  for 
modesty  and  blessing.  Muslim  memory  treasures  this  home 
because it was full of worship, patience, service, and family love. 
Reports about the details of the marriage differ in small points, 
but the broad picture is clear: this was a simple household. They 
did not begin life surrounded by comfort. Their home required 
effort.  Work had  to  be  done.  Hardship  existed.  Yet  there  was 
dignity in that simplicity. Greatness does not always live behind 
rich  doors.  Ali  and  Fatimah’s  marriage  teaches  an  important 
lesson to every generation. Many people think a strong family 
begins  with  money,  status,  or  perfect  conditions.  Their  home 
shows something different. A strong family begins with (taqwa), 
respect, patience, and shared purpose. The home may be small, 
but  if  character  is  large,  the  home  becomes  great.  From  this 
marriage came children beloved in Islamic history: Imam Hasan 
(A.S.),  Imam  Husayn  (A.S.),  Zaynab  (A.S.),  and  Umm  Kulthum 
(A.S.).  Through  them,  the  family  line  of  the  Prophet  (PBUH) 
continued. But beyond lineage, what matters here is the kind of 
home they were raised in. They saw worship, truthfulness, and 
service. They saw parents who knew both hardship and honor. 
Ali’s role as a husband is often overlooked because readers rush 
toward his famous public acts.  But private life matters. How a 
person behaves at home reveals much about real character.  A 
man can look strong outside and still  fail  in kindness indoors. 
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Ali’s memory remains linked not only with battle and leadership, 
but  with  family  responsibility  and modest  living.  The  Prophet 
(PBUH)  often  cared  deeply  about  the  well  -being  of  this 
household. The closeness between the Prophet, Fatimah, and Ali 
gave this family a special place in Muslim hearts.  At the same 
time, they still lived as human beings with work, fatigue, needs, 
and daily duties. This balance makes their story relatable. They 
were honored, but they were not removed from ordinary effort. 
Their marriage also reminds us that simplicity is not shameful. 
Modern  culture  often  teaches  the  opposite.  It  tells  people  to 
spend beyond their means, to show off, to compare homes and 
weddings,  and to chase appearances.  But the house of Ali  and 

substance. This chapter gives a healthy picture of love. Love is 
not only sweet words. It is loyalty, service, patience, and respect. 
It is helping carry burdens. It is staying gentle in hard times. It is 
building a home where faith is normal. Ali’s home life did not 
make him weaker in public life. It made him richer in character. 
A  person  who  learns  responsibility  at  home  can  better 
understand responsibility in the wider world. The tenderness of 
family and the seriousness of public duty can strengthen each 
other. So when we read about the marriage of Ali and Fatimah, 
we  should  see  more  than  a  famous  union.  We  should  see  a 
model: a simple home, great values, honest struggle, and lasting 
love rooted in faith.

Key Takeaways

 The marriage of Imam Ali (A.S.) and Fatimah was known for 
simplicity, dignity, and faith.

 Their  home  became  a  model  of  modest  family  life  and 
worship.

 This chapter shows Ali not only as a public figure but also as a 
responsible husband and father.

Fatimah shines because it was not built on show. It was built on

well-being
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Key Terms

Taqwa: awareness of Allah that leads to right action

Modesty: simple and humble behavior

Lineage: family line

Substance: real value, not just appearance
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8. Family, Worship, and Character
If we only read about Imam Ali in moments of danger, we may 
miss the deeper rhythm of his life. Great character is not built 
only in crisis. It is built in daily habits: prayer, honesty, patience, 
generosity,  and  self-control.  Ali’s  life  at  home and in  worship 
helps us understand why people respected him so deeply. He was 
known  for  seriousness  in  prayer  and  remembrance  of  Allah. 
Worship was not a small side part of his life. It was a center. A 
person can show bravery once and still be spiritually weak. But 
Ali’s courage was tied to inner faith. His worship gave strength to 
his  action.  His  household  was  not  a  palace.  It  was  simple. 
Simplicity,  however,  did  not  mean  sadness.  A  home  can  be 
simple and full of light. In the home of Ali and Fatimah, there 
was work to do, children to raise, and daily needs to meet. Yet 
there  was  also  dignity.  They  did  not  measure  life  by  comfort 
alone. They measured it by obedience to Allah and nearness to 
what is right.

Ali  is  remembered for  generosity  and concern for  others.  The 
strong in  Islam are  not  meant  to  become hardhearted.  Power 
without mercy is dangerous. Knowledge without humility is ugly. 
Ali’s  character  shows  a  more  complete  model:  strength  with 
mercy,  knowledge  with  modesty,  and  seriousness  with 
compassion. He also cared about truthfulness. He did not admire 
false speech, empty boasting, or cheating. This matters because 
societies often suffer not only from open enemies, but also from 
dishonest habits within. Ali’s life tells us that character is a form 
of service to the community. A truthful person protects trust. A 

from pride. As a father, he lived in a home that shaped Hasan, 
Husayn, and their sisters. Children learn more from atmosphere 
than  from  speeches.  When  children  grow  up  seeing  prayer, 
patience,  and  respect,  those  things  enter  them  quietly.  Ali’s 

just person protects rights. A humble person protects hearts
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family life therefore became part of his lasting impact. His speech 
is also remembered for wisdom. Many sayings are attributed to 
him in later literature.  Not  all  reports carry the same level  of 
certainty,  so  a  careful  reader  stays  balanced.  Yet  the  broad 
memory  of  Ali  as  a  man  of  wise  speech  is  strong.  People 
connected  his  name  with  thoughtful  words  because  he  was 
known for judgment and insight. Another part of his character 
was humility. Some people become proud when they are close to 
greatness. Ali was close to the Prophet (PBUH), famous in battle, 
respected  for  knowledge,  and  linked  to  the  Prophet  through 
family. Yet true honor in Islam calls a person toward humility, 
not vanity. His reputation remains tied to service, not selfdisplay. 
This is why readers love his story. He was not one dimensional. 
He was not only a fighter, only a scholar, or only a relative of the 
Prophet.  He  was  a  fuller  human  being:  worshipper,  husband, 
father,  friend,  defender,  thinker,  and  servant  of  Allah.  For  us 
today, this chapter asks a hard question: what kind of strength do 
we admire? Many people admire loud strength, rich strength, or 
cruel strength. Ali points to another kind —strength that kneels 
in  prayer,  speaks  truth,  protects  family,  and controls  the  ego. 
That  kind  of  strength  is  rare,  and  that  is  why  it  still  feels 
powerful.  If  the  battlefield  showed  Ali’s  bravery,  daily  life 
showed his soul. Both matter. Without the inner life, the outer 
life would not have shone so brightly.

Key Takeaways

 Imam Ali (A.S.)’s strength came with worship, humility, and 
truthfulness.

 His family life and daily habits reveal the roots of his public 
greatness.

 Real  strength  in  Islam  includes  mercy,  honesty,  and  self-
control.



HAZRAT IMAM ALI (A.S.) - A LIFE OF COURAGE AND JUSTICE

29

Key Terms

Remembrance: remembering Allah through words and heart

Compassion: kind concern for others

Vanity: pride in oneself

Ego: the self when it becomes proud and controlling
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9. At Badr, Uhud, and Khandaq
The early Muslim community in Madinah still faced danger. The 
people of Makkah did not simply forget the Prophet (PBUH) and 
his  followers  after  the  migration.  Tension  remained  high.  At 
times,  the  Muslims  had  to  defend  themselves.  In  these  major 
moments, Imam Ali (A.S.) became known as one of the bravest 
men among them. At Badr,  the first major battle,  the Muslims 
were small in number and limited in resources. They were not 
the stronger side in worldly terms. Yet Badr became a turning 
point. It showed that faith, discipline, and trust in Allah matter 
more than numbers alone. Ali was among those who stood firm 
in this historic battle. His name became linked with courage from 
these early days.

Uhud was very different.  The Muslims faced a painful setback 
there.  Lessons  of  obedience  and  discipline  became  painfully 
clear. In the confusion and danger of battle, Ali was among those 
who defended the Prophet (PBUH). This matters greatly. It is one 
thing to be brave when victory feels near. It is another to remain 
brave when events suddenly turn difficult. Uhud showed loyalty 
under pressure. Then came Khandaq, also known as the Battle of 
the  Trench.  The  Muslims  faced  a  large  confederate  force. 
Madinah was under severe threat. A trench was dug as part of 
the defense. The situation was tense and dangerous. During this 
battle,  Ali’s  courage  became  especially  famous  in  Muslim 
memory, especially in the face of personal combat at a critical 
moment. The event is remembered as one of the striking signs of 
his bravery.

When people speak about Ali in battle, they often imagine speed, 
force, and fearlessness. Those elements were there. But bravery 
in Islam is not wild violence. It is disciplined courage under the 
command  of  truth.  Ali  fought  as  part  of  a  moral  struggle  to 
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defend the community and the message, not for fame or cruelty. 
These battles also teach something about the early Muslim world. 
Islam did not spread in its first years through comfort and easy 
approval.  The  believers  had  to  protect  themselves,  bury  their 
dead, recover from losses, and keep moving. Their leaders and 
defenders were tested again and again. Ali’s repeated presence in 
those hard moments is part of why his name stands so high in 
Islamic  memory.  At  Badr,  we see  faith  against  larger  odds.  At 
Uhud, we see loyalty in confusion. At Khandaq, we see courage 
when the city itself is threatened. Put together, these battles help 
us understand Ali’s role more clearly. He was not brave once. He 
was  dependable  across  moments  of  great  danger.  It  is  also 
important to remember that the purpose of these stories is not to 
make readers love war. The purpose is to understand sacrifice, 
duty, and steadfastness. Islam values life, justice, and restraint. 

because enemies attacked, plots grew, and communities needed 
defense. In that setting, Ali became one of the strong protectors 
of  the  Muslim  people.  For  young  readers,  these  stories  are 
exciting. But the deeper question is this: what made Ali brave? It 
was not anger alone. It was faith, clarity, and loyalty. A person 
who knows what he stands for can face danger differently from a 
person  who  only  seeks  victory  for  ego.  Many  centuries  later, 
these battle names are still remembered because they are tied to 
moral  tests.  Badr,  Uhud,  and  Khandaq  are  not  only  military 
events. They are chapters of sacrifice. And in each of them, Ali 
stands as a figure of firmness and trust. This is why his bravery 
never  feels  empty.  It  is  connected  to  protecting  the  Prophet 
(PBUH)  defending  the  community,  and  serving  Allah.  Courage 
used for those ends becomes noble.

Key Takeaways

 Imam Ali (A.S.) played an important role in key early battles 
such as Badr, Uhud, and Khandaq.

Battle entered the Prophet’s life and the companions’ lives
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 His bravery was disciplined and tied to defense of the Muslim 
community.

 These  battles  show  that  his  courage  was  steady,  not 
occasional.

Key Terms

Confederate: a joined group of forces

Discipline: controlled and orderly action

Steadfastness: remaining firm under pressure

Restraint: holding back from excess
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10. Khaybar and Other Important Duties
If Badr, Uhud, and Khandaq made Imam Ali famous for bravery, 
Khaybar  made  that  reputation  even  stronger.  Khaybar  was  a 
serious  campaign involving  fortified strongholds.  It  was  not  a 
light  or  easy  task.  In  Muslim  memory,  Ali’s  name  is  deeply 
connected with this event because he carried out an important 
role  with  courage  and  determination.  Khaybar  is  often 
remembered when people speak about Ali’s battlefield strength. 
Yet  the  real  point  is  not  only  physical  courage.  It  is  trust. 
Important  tasks  were  given to  people  who were  reliable.  The 
Prophet (PBUH) knew the character of his companions. When a 
person was chosen for a key duty, it reflected confidence in his 
faith and steadiness. Ali’s life also included many kinds of service 
beyond famous battle moments. He carried responsibilities, gave 
support,  learned  from  the  Prophet  (PBUH)  and  remained 
involved in the life of the community. We should be careful not 
to reduce his story to dramatic scenes alone. His greatness also 
appears in consistency.  In the Prophet’s  lifetime,  a  companion 
was  valued  not  only  for  strength  in  danger,  but  also  for 
truthfulness, judgment, and obedience. Ali had all three. This is 
why later generations remembered him as both a  man of  the 
sword  and  a  man of  wisdom.  Some  people  can  be  brave  but 
careless.  Others  can  be  intelligent  but  hesitant.  Ali  is 
remembered as a person in whom courage and judgment met.

There  were  also  duties  that  never  became  famous  titles  in 
popular  memory  but  still  mattered:  helping  the  community, 
taking part in consultations, carrying trust, and staying near the 
Prophet’s  mission  in  all  its  stages.  A  great  life  is  built  from 
repeated  service,  not  only  from  headline  moments.  Khaybar 
especially  helps  young  readers  imagine  Ali’s  determination.  A 
fortified place can make the strong feel small.  Walls,  defenses, 
and uncertainty can break confidence.  Yet  Ali’s  name remains 
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tied to forward movement, not fear. He has become a symbol of 
resolve.  Still,  the  best  way  to  understand  him  is  not  as  a 
superhero  from  legend.  He  was  a  human  being  of  faith  who 
accepted duty. That makes his story more meaningful, not less. It 
shows that great service grows from belief, discipline, and trust 
in Allah— not from fantasy.

Another  important  lesson  from  this  chapter  is  that  Muslim 
history remembers people for what they gave, not only for what 
they  possessed.  Ali  is  not  remembered  for  wealth,  luxury,  or 
display.  He is  remembered for what he gave:  courage,  loyalty, 
service,  and  wisdom.  That  is  a  better  kind  of  greatness.  As 
readers,  we  should  also  notice  how  often  Ali  appears  near 
moments that required seriousness. This repeated pattern tells us 
something  about  his  standing.  He  was  dependable.  In  every 
community, some people shine in speech but disappear in hard 
times.  Others  are  quiet  until  duty  comes  —and then they  are 
there. Ali belonged to the second type. This is why his story keeps 
drawing people in. Each stage reveals another side of him, but all 
the sides fit together. The brave man of Khaybar is the same loyal 
boy of Makkah, the same faithful companion of the Hijrah night, 
the same simple husband and father,  and the same thoughtful 
believer shaped by the Prophet’s  guidance. Khaybar and other 
important  duties  therefore  deepen the  same message:  Ali  was 
trusted because he was steady, and he was steady because his 
faith reached deep.

Key Takeaways

 Khaybar  strengthened  Imam  Ali  (A.S.)’s  reputation  for 
courage and reliability.

 His  greatness  came  from  repeated  service,  not  just  one 
famous event.

 He was valued for both strength and judgment.
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Key Terms

Fortified: protected by strong defenses

Resolve: firm determination

Consultation: seeking advice together

Reliable: able to be trusted
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11. A Man of Knowledge and Justice
Many  people  first  meet  Imam  Ali  (A.S.)  through  stories  of 
courage. But if we stop there, we miss one of the most important 
parts  of  his  legacy:  knowledge.  He  was  respected  for 
understanding, judgment, and careful speech. People looked to 

thought. Knowledge in Islam is not only about collecting words. It 
is about understanding truth, applying it fairly, and using it for 
the good of people. Ali’s closeness to the Prophet (PBUH) from 
childhood  gave  him a  special  opportunity  to  learn.  He  heard, 
watched, asked, and absorbed. He saw how the Prophet judged 
between people, how he balanced mercy and firmness, and how 
he tied law to character. Because of this, Ali became known as a 
man  of  deep  insight.  He  cared  about  justice.  He  knew  that 
leadership without justice becomes harmful. He also knew that 
justice is not only for friends or for the powerful. It must reach 
the weak as well. Later Muslim literature preserves many wise 
sayings connected to Ali. A careful reader knows that not every 
sentence attributed to a famous person carries the same strength 
of  proof.  But  the  broad  picture  is  still  clear:  generation  after 
generation  remembered  him  as  a  man  of  wisdom.  That 
reputation did not appear from nowhere. It grew because people 
repeatedly experienced his judgment and clarity. Justice, for Ali, 
was not a decorative word. It was a duty before Allah. He did not 
admire corruption, cheating, or pride. He believed that the rights 
of people matter. He believed that rulers should fear Allah and 
not  treat public  wealth as personal property.  He believed that 
truth should guide decisions, even when truth is costly. This is 
one reason his life continues to speak to the modern world. Many 
societies have noise, talent, and power—but they lack justice. Ali 
reminds us that the strongest society is not the loudest one. It is 
the one where truth is  respected and rights are protected. His 

him not only in danger, but also in questions that required
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knowledge  also  gave  balance  to  his  bravery.  A  brave  person 
without  wisdom  can  damage  others.  A  wise  person  without 
courage may fail to defend what is right. In Ali, these qualities 
met. That is rare. He could speak and act, think and stand, teach 

Many  young  people  are  told  to  chase  success,  influence,  and 
status.  But  Ali’s  life  points  toward  something  higher:  become 
trustworthy, seek knowledge, and hold fast to justice. A person 
may  not  become  famous,  but  he  or  she  can  still  become 
honorable. Ali’s respect for knowledge also encourages humility. 
The  more  a  person  understands,  the  more  careful  he  should 
become.  Empty  people  often  speak  with  loud  certainty.  Wise 
people know the weight of words. The memory of Ali in Muslim 
tradition  carries  that  weight.  His  speech  is  remembered  as 
serious,  not  shallow.  When  we  place  this  chapter  beside  the 
battle chapters,  we see the full  picture more clearly. Imam Ali 
(A.S.) was not great because he could win in conflict alone. He 
was  great  because  he  joined  courage  with  understanding  and 
strength with fairness. That is why his name still appears when 
Muslims speak about wisdom, justice,  and right  judgment.  His 
legacy is not only the memory of brave acts. It is also the memory 
of  a  mind  shaped  by  revelation  and  a  heart  committed  to 
fairness.

Key Takeaways

 Imam Ali (A.S.) was respected not only for bravery but also 
for knowledge and justice.

 His  closeness  to  the  Prophet  (PBUH)  helped  shape  his 
judgment and understanding.

 His  legacy  still  speaks  strongly  to  any  society  that  needs 
fairness and honest leadership.

and defend. For readers today, this chapter matters deeply.
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Key Terms

Insight: deep understanding

Corruption: dishonest use of power or money

Legacy: what a person leaves behind in memory and influence

Judgment: the ability to decide fairly
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12. After the Prophet (PBUH)

saddest moments in Muslim history. The community had grown 
around  his  guidance.  He  was  their  teacher,  leader,  and 
messenger. When he passed away, grief spread everywhere. The 
Muslims now had to continue without his physical presence. This 
was a huge test of faith, unity, and maturity. Imam Ali (A.S.) felt 
this loss deeply. He had known the Prophet (PBUH) not only as a 
public leader, but also as a cousin, guide, father in law, and daily 
example. Much of Ali’s life had been shaped in closeness to him. 
The  Prophet’s  passing  therefore  touched  both  the  public  and 
private parts of Ali’s world. The years after the Prophet’s death 
were important and sensitive. Different responsibilities had to be 
carried. The

Muslim community needed stability. It needed justice, teaching, 
and continued service. Ali remained one of the important figures 
in the Ummah during this  time.  This  booklet  does  not  reopen 
every  disputed  argument  from  later  centuries.  That  is  not  its 
purpose. What matters for our story is this: Ali remained a man 
of  service,  knowledge,  and  dignity  in  the  Muslim  community 
after  the  Prophet  (PBUH).  He  continued  to  support  the  wider 
cause of Islam and remained respected for his closeness to the 
Prophet,  his  understanding,  and  his  character.  During  the 
caliphates that followed, the Muslim world continued to grow. 
New questions appeared. New lands entered the Muslim sphere. 
New administrative and legal issues had to be handled. People of 

therefore remained valuable. This period teaches an important 
lesson about adulthood in faith.  Many people can serve in the 
presence of a great leader. The harder test is to continue serving 
after that leader is gone. Grief can weaken a person. Confusion 

The passing of Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) was one of the

strong judgment mattered greatly in such times. Ali’s knowledge

can pull people apart. Yet the community must still go on. Ali’s
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life in this period shows steadiness after loss. It is also a period 
that reminds us of restraint.  History becomes unhealthy when 
every  difficult  moment  is  turned  into  shouting.  A  respectful 
reader  learns  to  approach  the  early  Muslim  generations  with 
seriousness,  not  with  the  desire  to  inflame  old  wounds.  Ali 
deserves that respectful approach. In broad terms, what stands 
out is his continuing role as a man of knowledge, family dignity, 
and service to the community. He was not a figure who belonged 
only  to  the  Prophet’s  lifetime  and  then  disappeared  from 
importance. His influence continued. For modern readers, there 
is another lesson here.  Sometimes the most important work is 
not  dramatic.  It  is  preserving  unity,  continuing  service,  and 
carrying responsibility in a wounded moment.  Ali’s  story after 
the Prophet’s passing invites us to think about calm strength. His 
grief was real. His love was real. His responsibility was also real. 
These  things  can  exist  together.  A  believer  may  feel  sorrow 
deeply  and  still  carry  duty  with  dignity.  So  this  chapter  is  a 
bridge. The earlier chapters show Ali beside the Prophet (PBUH). 
The later chapters show him in leadership and final trial. Here, in 
the  middle,  we  see  a  man  carrying  faith  forward  after  the 
greatest earthly loss of his life.

Key Takeaways

 The passing of the Prophet (PBUH) was a major test for the 
Muslim community and for Imam Ali (A.S.) personally.

 After this loss, Imam Ali (A.S.) remained a respected figure of 
service, knowledge, and dignity.

 This  chapter  should  be  approached  with  respect  and 
restraint, not argument.

Key Terms

Ummah: the worldwide Muslim community

Restraint: self-control and carefulness
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Administrative: related to running public affairs

Sphere: an area of activity or influence

13. The Fourth Caliph in Difficult Times
Years later, Imam Ali (A.S.) became the fourth caliph. This was 
not a calm time. The Muslim world had grown large, and political 
tensions had become serious. The killing of Caliph Uthman had 
shaken  the  community  deeply.  Anger,  sorrow,  and  confusion 
spread. In such a climate, leadership was heavy, not glorious. Ali 
entered  leadership  during  unrest,  not  during  comfort.  That 
matters. Some leaders inherit stability. Others step into storms. 
Ali  stepped  into  a  storm.  The  choices  in  front  of  him  were 
difficult, and not every problem had an easy answer. As caliph, 
he is remembered for valuing justice, honesty, and principle. He 
did not treat leadership as a personal prize. His image in Muslim 
memory is  tied  to  seriousness  in  public  trust.  He cared about 
fairness  in  governance  and about  the moral  quality  of  rulers. 
Public office, in his view, was a responsibility before Allah. At the 
same time, his caliphate was marked by internal conflict. Battles 
such  as  Jamal  and  Siffin  became  painful  chapters  in  Muslim 
history.  This booklet does not go into sectarian argument over 
those  events.  What  is  important  here  is  that  Ali  had  to  lead 
during  one  of  the  hardest  periods  in  the  early  Muslim 
community.  These conflicts  were tragedies within the Ummah, 
not simple stories of heroes and villains. His leadership style is 
often remembered through ideas of justice, accountability, and 
concern for the rights of ordinary people. He did not want public 
power to become arrogance.  He wanted rulers and officials to 
remember  Allah,  avoid  oppression,  and  care  for  those  under 
them.

This is  one reason many readers still  find him compelling.  He 
does not represent ease. He represents principle under pressure. 
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It  is  easy to speak about justice  when life  is  quiet.  It  is  much 
harder  to  hold  to  justice  when society  is  breaking apart.  Ali’s 
caliphate also teaches us that a good person can lead in a bad 
time and still  face intense difficulty. Modern people sometimes 
assume that if a leader is righteous, the world around him will 
become  instantly  smooth.  History  says  otherwise.  Sometimes 
even  the  best  people  must  lead  through  disorder,  grief,  and 
conflict.  That  reality  makes Ali’s  story more human and more 
powerful. He was not a leader in a fairy tale. He was a leader in a 
fractured world.  That is  exactly why his example still  matters. 
Many societies  today are  divided,  suspicious,  and angry.  They 

applause. Another lesson here is that pain inside a community 
can  be  more  difficult  than  pressure  from  outside  it.  External 
enemies are visible. Internal wounds are harder. Ali had to face 
those internal wounds. The burden of that period should make 
readers  more  thoughtful,  not  more  careless.  Even  in  these 
difficult years, his name remained linked with integrity. That is a 
great  achievement.  In  political  struggle,  many  people  lose 
themselves.  They  compromise  truth,  chase  control,  or  justify 
wrong actions. Ali’s memory remains associated with conscience. 
So when we call him the fourth caliph, we should not hear only a 
title. We should hear a burden: a man trying to guide a wounded 
community  with  justice  in  one  of  the  hardest  stages  of  early 
Islamic history.

Key Takeaways

 Imam  Ali  (A.S.)  became  caliph  during  a  period  of  major 
unrest and internal conflict.

 He is remembered for justice, honesty, and a serious view of 
public trust.

 His leadership shows principle under pressure, not comfort.

need examples of leadership that fear Allah more than public
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Key Terms

Caliphate: the period of rule by a caliph

Integrity: honesty and moral firmness

Accountability: being answerable for one’s actions

Fractured: broken into troubled parts
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14. His Final Days and Martyrdom
The final  chapter of Imam Ali  (A.S.)’s  life is  remembered with 
sorrow across the Muslim world. By this time, he had lived a life 
full of service, sacrifice, leadership, and trial. He had been a child 
in the Prophet’s home, one of the earliest Muslims, a defender in 
battle, a husband and father, a man of knowledge, and a caliph in 
difficult times. Now his earthly life was approaching its end. In 
Kufa, during Ramadan, a plan was made against him. The man 
most closely linked to the attack is Ibn Muljam. While Ali was 
going for prayer, he was struck and badly wounded. The event 
shocked the community. To attack a man of such standing at a 
moment of worship deepened the sadness even more.

These  final  days  are  remembered  not  only  because  of  the 
violence of the attack, but because of the dignity with which Ali 
faced  the  end.  In  Muslim  memory,  his  final  period  reflects 
patience,  awareness  of  Allah,  and concern for  what  was  right 
even in pain. He did not spend his final moments building a cult 
of self pity. Instead, his story in these days points readers back to 
the values that shaped his whole life: justice, responsibility, and 
fear of Allah. The man who had tried to live by principle met 
death  with  seriousness.  His  passing took place  in  Ramadan,  a 
month  already  full  of  worship,  Qur’an,  and  reflection.  That 
timing  adds  another  layer  of  emotion  for  many Muslims.  The 
memory of his martyrdom is therefore connected not only with 
history,  but  with  spiritual  feeling.  When  a  great  person  dies, 
people often rush to turn the event into legend. A better response 
is to look at the life as a whole. The attack was tragic, but Imam 
Ali  (A.S.)  is  not  great  only  because  he  was  killed.  He  is  great 
because of  how he lived before he was killed.  His martyrdom 
closes a noble life; it does not create that nobility from nothing.
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The grief after his death was real. The Muslim world lost a major 
figure  of  courage  and  justice.  Family  members,  companions, 
students, and ordinary believers felt the pain. Yet the right way 
to honor him is not only to mourn. It is also to learn. This chapter 
also  invites  reflection  on  the  ugliness  of  hatred  and  division. 
When  communities  become  consumed  by  anger,  even  sacred 
spaces and sacred times can be violated. Ali’s final days therefore 
stand as a warning. Moral collapse begins long before the final 
blow. It begins when hearts lose reverence for truth, mercy, and 
limits.  For young readers,  the sadness of  this  chapter can feel 
heavy. That is natural. Great stories are not always cheerful. But 
even here there is light. The light is in the life that came before 
the end: a life of faith, service, and endurance. Death took the 
body, but it could not erase the example. Muslims remember the 
21st of Ramadan with respect because it is tied to his passing. In 
remembering,  they  recall  not  only  a  tragedy,  but  a  standard: 
courage without pride, strength without cruelty, and knowledge 
without arrogance. That is why his final days still move hearts. 
They gather into one place all the themes of his life—faith, trial, 
loyalty, patience, and return to Allah.

Key Takeaways

 Imam Ali (A.S.) was fatally wounded in Kufa during Ramadan 
and later passed away.

 His  final  days  are  remembered  with  grief,  dignity,  and 
spiritual reflection.

 His greatness comes from how he lived,  not only from the 
way he died.

Key Terms

Martyrdom: martyrdom

Reverence: deep respect

Cult: excessive devotion to a person
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Endurance: the ability to keep going through pain.

A reader may ask an honest question at the end of this booklet: 
why does Imam Ali still matter now? His life was many centuries 
ago.  The  world  has  changed.  Cities  are  larger.  Technology  is 
everywhere. Problems look different. So why return to his story? 
One answer is simple: human character has not changed as much 
as machines have.  People still  struggle with pride,  anger,  fear, 
greed,  dishonesty,  and  injustice.  They  still  search  for  courage, 
fairness, good family life, and honest leadership. Imam Ali (A.S.) 
matters because his life speaks directly to those needs.

He matters because he shows that courage can live with humility. 
Many people today admire force but not character. They want 
confidence without honesty, power without mercy, and victory 
without truth. Ali gives a different model. He was brave, but not 
arrogant.  Strong,  but  not  cruel.  Respected,  but  not  empty.  He 
matters because he shows the value of early loyalty. He did not 
wait for Islam to become popular. He stood with truth when it 
was difficult. That lesson is timeless. Young people today also face 
pressure.  They are pushed by trends,  by peer opinion,  and by 
fear of being left out. Ali teaches that a person can be young and 
still stand firm. He matters because family life still matters. His 
home with Fatimah reminds us that dignity does not depend on 
luxury. A family can be simple and still be rich in love, worship, 
and values. In an age of display and comparison, that message is 
powerful. He matters because justice still matters. Many nations 
have  money and talent,  yet  still  suffer  because  public  trust  is 
broken. Leaders take too much. The weak are ignored. Truth is 
twisted.  Ali’s  concern  for  fairness,  accountability,  and  moral 
leadership still sounds fresh because injustice is still common. He 

15. Why Imam Ali (A.S.) Still Matters
Today
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matters because knowledge still matters. Loud voices dominate 
many public spaces today. But noise is not wisdom. Ali’s legacy 
reminds  us  that  deep  thought,  careful  speech,  and  truthful 
judgment are forms of strength. A society that loses respect for 
knowledge becomes easy to mislead. He matters because worship 
still  matters.  Modern  life  teaches  busyness,  distraction,  and 
image  -making.  Ali’s  life  points  the  heart  back  to  Allah.  His 
seriousness  in  worship  reminds  Muslims  that  outward  action 
needs inward sincerity.  He also matters  because his  life  holds 
together many roles at once. He was not great in only one room 
of life. He was a faithful young believer, a trusted companion, a 
husband, a father, a defender, a learner, and a leader. This makes 
him relatable. Readers can approach him from many directions. 
Most of all, he matters because he helps us ask a better question 
about success. Success is not only wealth, fame, or control. Real 
success is to be truthful, loyal, useful, and God-conscious. It is to 
leave  behind  a  memory  that  pulls  people  upward,  not 
downward.  So  what  should  we  carry  from  this  booklet?  We 
should  carry  courage  when  truth  is  costly.  We  should  carry 
simplicity  when  the  world  pushes  display.  We  should  carry 
justice  when  power  tempts  us  to  be  unfair.  We  should  carry 

friendship and sincerity in worship. That is why Imam Ali (A.S.) 
still matters. He is not just a figure from the past. He is a mirror. 
When we look at his life, we also see questions for our own lives: 
What do we stand for? How do we treat people? What do we do 
when times become hard? What kind of strength do we admire? 
A good biography does more than tell us what happened. It asks 
us what kind of people we want to become. By that standard, 
Imam Ali (A.S.)’s story remains alive.

Key Takeaways

 Imam  Ali  (A.S.)  still  matters  because  his  life  speaks  to 
courage, justice, family, worship, and leadership.

humility when praise comes. We should carry loyalty in
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 His example is  especially relevant in a world full  of  pride, 
noise, and injustice.

 A  good  life  is  measured  by  truth,  service,  and  God-
consciousness.

Key Terms

Accountability: being answerable for actions

Sincerity: honesty and purity of intention

Relatable: easy to connect with

God-consciousness: living with awareness of Allah
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Timeline of Imam Ali (A.S.)

c. 600 CE / c. 23 BH Ali  ibn  Abi  Talib  is  born  in 
Makkah  into  Banu  Hashim. 
The  exact  year  is  reported 
approximately  in  historical 
sources.

Childhood He spends formative years in 
the  household  of  Prophet 
Muhammad (PBUH).

Early revelation period He  accepts  Islam  while  still 
very  young  and  is  widely 
remembered  as  the  first 
young male Muslim.

Makkah years He  remains  close  to  the 
Prophet  during  persecution 
and the boycott.

622 CE / 1 AH On the night of the Hijrah, he 
sleeps  in  the  Prophet’s  bed 
and later migrates to Madinah 
after  returning  entrusted 
property.

Madinah period He marries Fatimah (A.S.) and 
takes part in the life, defence, 
and  development  of  the 
Muslim community.



HAZRAT IMAM ALI (A.S.) - A LIFE OF COURAGE AND JUSTICE

50

2 AH Battle of Badr.

3 AH Battle of Uhud.

5 AH Battle  of  the  Trench 
(Khandaq).

7 AH Khaybar;  reports  emphasise 
his  prominent  role  and  the 
Prophet’s confidence in him.

11 AH onward He remains a central figure in 
the  Muslim  community  after 
the  passing  of  the  Prophet 
(PBUH).

35 AH / 656 CE He becomes the fourth caliph 
during  a  period  of  severe 
political division.

36 AH / 656 CE Battle of the Camel (Jamal).

37 AH / 657 CE Battle of Siffin.

40 AH / 661 CE He is attacked in Kufa during 
Ramadan  and  passes  away 
shortly afterward.
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Glossary of Names and Terms
Ansar:  The supporters of Madinah who welcomed and assisted 
the Muslims who migrated from Makkah.

Badr:  The location of  the  first  major  battle  between the  early 
Muslim community and the Quraysh.

Banu  Hashim:  The  clan  of  Quraysh  to  which  Prophet 
Muhammad (PBUH) and Imam Ali (A.S.) belonged.

Caliph:  A  political  leader  of  the  Muslim  community  after  the 
Prophet  (PBUH);  understandings  of  authority  differ  among 
Muslim traditions.

Hijrah:  The migration from Makkah to Madinah, which marks 
the beginning of the Hijri calendar.

Ka'bah:  The  sacred  House  in  Makkah  toward  which  Muslims 
pray.

Khaybar:  An oasis and group of fortified settlements associated 
with a major campaign in 7 AH.

Khandaq: The Battle of the Trench, fought in defence of Madinah.

Kufa: A city in Iraq associated with Imam Ali’s caliphate and final 
days.

Muhajirun:  The  Muslims  who  migrated  from  Makkah  to 
Madinah.

Quraysh: The principal tribe of Makkah in the Prophet’s time.

Ramadan:  The Islamic  month  of  fasting,  worship,  and Qur’an 
recitation.

Martyrdom:  Death suffered because of a wrongful attack while 
remaining faithful to one’s principles and faith.

Ummah: The worldwide Muslim community.
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Important Places
Makkah:  The  city  of  Imam  Ali’s  birth  and  the  setting  of  the 
earliest Muslim mission.

Madinah: The city where the Muslim community developed after 
the Hijrah.

Badr: The area southwest of Madinah associated with the Battle 
of Badr.

Uhud:  The mountain and surrounding area north of  Madinah 
associated with the Battle of Uhud.

Khaybar:  An  oasis  north  of  Madinah  known  for  its  fortified 
settlements.

Kufa:  The Iraqi city that became Imam Ali’s political centre and 
the setting of his final days.
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This booklet is a concise, non-sectarian introduction for general 
readers.  It  presents  events  broadly  reported  across  Muslim 
historical literature while avoiding claims that would require a 
long  treatment  of  disputed  narrations.  Where  early  reports 
differ, this edition uses cautious wording and encourages readers 
to compare sources. The list below is a starting point for deeper 
study; it is not an exhaustive bibliography.

The Qur’an.  Consulted for the religious and ethical background 
of  the  early  Muslim  community.  Readers  may  compare 
reputable translations,  including M. A. S.  Abdel Haleem, The 
Qur’an (Oxford University Press, 2004).

Sahih al-Bukhari. See especially the chapters on the merits of the 
Companions  and  reports  concerning  Imam  Ali,  including 
hadith  3701,  3706,  4210,  and  4416  in  common  modern 
numbering.

Sahih Muslim.  See the Book of  the Merits  of  the Companions, 
particularly the reports grouped under hadith 2404 concerning 
Imam Ali.

Ibn Ishaq / Ibn Hisham. The Life of Muhammad: A Translation 
of  Ibn  Ishaq’s  Sirat  Rasul  Allah,  translated  by  A.  Guillaume 
(Oxford University Press, 1955).

Ibn Sa’d.  Kitab al-Tabaqat  al-Kabir,  especially the biographical 
material on the Prophet’s family and Companions.

Al-Baladhuri. Ansab al-Ashraf, for early Islamic genealogical and 
political history.

Al-Tabari.  The  History  of  al-Tabari,  relevant  volumes  on  the 
Prophet’s life, the early caliphate, and the first civil war (State 
University of New York Press translation series).

Source Method and Selected
Bibliography



HAZRAT IMAM ALI (A.S.) - A LIFE OF COURAGE AND JUSTICE

54

Al-Dhahabi.  Siyar  A’lam  al-Nubala,  for  biographical  traditions 
concerning major early Muslim figures.

Ibn Hajar al-Asqalani.  Al-Isabah fi Tamyiz al-Sahabah, a major 
biographical reference on the Companions.

Nahj al-Balagha. A later compilation attributed to Imam Ali and 
assembled by al-Sharif al-Radi. It should be read with attention 
to questions of attribution and alongside historical and hadith 
sources.

Wilferd Madelung. The Succession to Muhammad: A Study of the 
Early Caliphate (Cambridge University Press, 1997).

Hugh Kennedy.  The Prophet and the Age of the Caliphates, 3rd 
edition (Routledge, 2016).

S. H. M. Jafri.  The Origins and Early Development of Shi’a Islam 
(Oxford University Press, 1979).

Moojan Momen.  An Introduction to Shi’i Islam (Yale University 
Press, 1985).

Editorial caution

This  publication  does  not  claim  to  settle  Sunni-Shia 
disagreements or every question of chronology, transmission, or 
interpretation. It is designed to introduce readers to Imam Ali’s 
life  and  character  respectfully  and  to  direct  serious  readers 
toward deeper study.
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About the Author

This publication represents an early milestone in his wider 
journey of learning, building, and documenting his 
development.

Author’s Closing Note

Writing this booklet was both a responsibility and an honour. My 
aim was to present the life of Hazrat Imam Ali (A.S.) in language 
that  ordinary  readers,  especially  young  readers,  could 
understand.  If  this  work encourages  even one reader to  learn 
more about his courage, wisdom, justice, loyalty, humility, and 
devotion, I will consider the effort worthwhile.
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